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JOINT PLAN OF ACTION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KINGDOM
OF THAILAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY
(2013-2018)

sesssascvesasssacacse tesasaecssanons

L Strengthen the Existing Linkages
1.1 Public Sector
1.2 Private Sector
II. Promote Bilateral Economic Relations
III. Promote Bilateral Cooperation in Fields of Mutual Interests
3.1 Tourism and Culture
3.2 Cooperation in the Fields of Media and Information
3.3 Education and Technical Cooperation
3.4 Defense and Military Cooperation
IV. Exchange Views on Global Issues

Part One: Strengthen the existing linkages

The relations between Thailand and Turkey will be strengthened through both
public and private sectors as follows:

1.1 Public Sector
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a. Continue to facilitate and encourage high-level visits.

b. Continue periodic consultations between senior officials of the two Ministries of
Foreign Affairs, in which Ministries will exchange opinions on important
regional and international issues as well as issues of mutual interests in bilateral
relations and encourage the visits of senior officials.

¢. Encourage enhanced relations between the parliaments of the two countries
through the visits of parliamentary delegations and “Parliamentary Friendship
Groups”.

d. Promote exchange of visits, and meetings between government officials in the
areas of mutual interest, such as energy, trade and investment, science and
technology, natural resources, agriculture, environment and forests, education
and culture, health and tourism and in any other area of cooperation covered by
this Joint Plan of Action when necessary.

e. Forge and strengthen a forward-looking partnership in the area of mutual
interest between the two countries at bilateral, regional and international levels.

f. Sign a Memorandum of Understanding for cooperation between the Strategic
Research Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkey and its counterpart
in Thailand.

g. Encourage cooperation between the diplomatic training institutions of the two
Ministries of Foreign éffairs in the field of diplomatic training.




1.2 Private Sector
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a.

Encourage the Thailand-Turkey Business Councils to work jointly to promote a
closer dialogue between business sectors and to increase bilateral trade. In the
meantime, enhancing diréct contacts between the Board of Trade of Thailand
and the Union of Chambers of Commerce, Industry and Commodity Exchanges
(TOBB) of Turkey is also encouraged;

Encourage exchange of visiis between trade missions of the two countnes and
organize joint seminars and other related activities.

Part Two: Promote Bilateral Economic Relations

Taking into account the respective potentials and opportunities, economic
cooperation between Thailand and Turkey will be enhanced with a view to:

Iﬁcrease trade and investment volumes between Thailand and Turkey to reach a
substantial level by 2018;

Revitalize the Joint Trade Committee (JTC) with an aim to further enhance the
bilateral trade investment relationship between the two countries; .

Expand trade, economic and investment cooperation through the reactivation of
the Joint Economic Committee established by the Agreement on Economic and
‘Technical Cooperation signed between Thailand and Turkey on 8 June 1989;
Conduct a joint Feasibility Study of Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between
Thailand and Turkey. Results and findings as well as policy recomimendations
would be submitted to the respective governments within 12 months for further
consideration;

Amicably solve potential problems whlch may arise in the fields of trade and

. investment between Thailand and Turkey;

Promote exchange of information concerning trade regulations, anti-dumping
measures, customs regulations;

Promote participation in trade fairs, exhibitions, business seminars, and other
kinds of business activities;

Explore the possibilities of joint ventures bétween Thailand and Turkey, also in
third countries, especially in the fields of food products, construction materials,
construction services, automobiles and auto spare parts, jewelry, energy, tourism,
including medical tourism;

Support the implementation of the existing bllatcral economic agreements
between '['halland and Turkey on the basis ¢f mutual benefit;

Encourage- the exchange of ‘mutual visits between the Office of Small and
Medium Enterprises Promotion of Thailand (OSMEP) and the Small and
Medium Enterprises Administration of Turkey (KOSGEB) to promote closer
contacts and joint activities when necessary;




Part Three: Promote Bilateral Cooperation in the Fields of Mutual Interests

The close relations that exist between Thailand and Turkey have their foundation in
both public and private sectors. There is a strong interest to enhance cooperation in the
fields of mutual interest as follows:

3.1 Tourism and Culture
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a.

b.

c.

€.

Promote the exchange of information on tourism including, inter alia, eco-
tourism and medical services;

Enhance cooperation in the areas of human resources development,
environmental and social sustainability, and promote the conservation of cultural
heritage and natural sites;

Encourage people-to-people exchanges, such as exchange of artists, youth,
students, academics and media representatives, and promote the organization of
Thai and Turkish cultural events in each country;

Expedite the implementation of the Programme of Cultural Exchange which
covers various fields of cooperation, for example, culture and art, education and
science, press and publication and youth and sports.

Explore the possibility of establishing cultural centers/institutions in respective
capitals through conducting a feasibility study and close consultations between
the two parties.

3.2 Cooperation in the Fields of Media and Information
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a.

Promote cooperation between respective official radio and TV institutions, as
well as news agencies,

b. Enhance cooperation in the field of media, press and information by establishing

cooperation mechanisms between the related institutions of both countries.

3.3 Educational and Technical Cooperation
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a.

Promote technical cooperation projects, through capacity building activities and
experience sharing, considering that the two sides signed the Agreement on
Economic and Technical Cooperation between Thailand and Turkey in 1989, in
the fields of common interest to be mutually agreed upon thereafter such as
agriculture, environment, construction and energy; on the basis of partnership in
accordance with the laws and regulations in each country.

Encourage the enhancement of cooperation and activities such as student
exchange programmes, joint research and publications, academic conferences,
seminars. and exchange of information and documents on degrees and
qualifications between the educational institutions.




<.

Endeavour to increase the number of Thai and Turkish citizens to study in
Higher Education institutions of both countries and promote close. contacts
between universities, higher education institutions and research centers.

3.4 Defense and Military Cooperation
Thailand and Turkey will, inter alia:

a.

Expedite the finalizing of an agreement on military cooperation, personnel
training and education with a view to its speedy implementation.

b. Encourage exchange of visits of high-level officers.

Explore areas of defense industry cooperation including participation in
international defense exhibitions in each other’s countries.

Part Four: Exchange Views on Global Issues

Cooperation between Thailand and Turkey at the multilateral frameworks will be
enhanced with a view to:

Promote discussion and exchange of views on the issues of common interest at
the regional and multilateral level, such as peacekeeping activities, sustainable
development and Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations;
Strengthen cooperation in the area of non-traditional security, particularly, in
addressing the issues of transnational crime, including illicit drug trafficking,
terrorism, human trafficking, piracy, forgery of documents, money laundering
and other intenational economic crimes;

Encourage exchange of information, visits and cooperation between law
enforcement authorities and intelligence departments.

Cooperate to support free and fair multilateral trading system under the World
Trade Organization;

Consult each other at the regional and international fora when they deem
necessary:

Collaborate closely on matters relating to the Asia-Pacific and Central Asia
regions as well as at regional organizations, especially on ASEAN and CICA.

Consider supporting each other’s candidacies in international fora where
mutually beneficial.

The Government of the Kingdom of Thailand and the Government of the Republic of
Turkey have agreed that this Joint Plan of Action is concluded with a view to enhancing
and developing coaperation between the Parties and does not constitute an agreement

binding
shall be
Parties.

upon the Parties under international law. No provision of this Joint Plan of Action
interpreted and implemented as creating legal rights or commitments for the
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Signed in Istanbul on 5 July 2013, in two originals in English.

Dol pos o a

(Surapong Tovichakchaikul) (Ahmet Davutoflu)
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Minister of Foreign Affairs of of the Republic of Turkey
the Kingdom of Thailand
= -1 4
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