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Cencept Paper
Thai-African High-Level Dialogue
“Enhanced Partnership for Sustainable Growth and Development”

Background

Thailand and Africa have enjoyed long-standing friendly relations
enriched by cooperation towards regional peace and stability,
strengthening economic ties, and mutual support of common agendas at
numerous international fora. People-to-people contact continues to
increase, adding to the diverse social and cultural bonds. '

As part of the Royal Thai Government’s Look West Policy to increase
engagement beyond Thailand’s neighbours in the Asian region, Thailand
is set to enhance strategic partnership with Africa in 2013 and beyond.

Context

Africa is a rapidly developing region with high rate of growth expected
to continue and to sustain in all parts of the continent. The enormous
size of the population and resources for development will transform
Africa into a continent of greater affluence, increasing the quality of life
of the peoples of Africa. Many parts of the continent will become
important global economic centres with important linkages with other
global centres of activities, particularly in Asia.

Asia continues to experience vibrant dynamism, and long-term
economic prospects due to the vast and diverse regional markets, and
strong economic fundamentals. Southeast Asia’s integration intoc a
regional economic community under the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Economic Community in 2015 will transform the
region’s population of 600 million people with a combined gross
domestic product worth 2.15 trillion US dofiars into an important Asian
and global hub for production and distribution. Thailand, strategically
located at the centre of the region has a crucial role towards harnessing
synergies within the region and reaching out to other emerging regions,
specifically Africa.

Thailand looks to Africa as a major economic partner and an aspiring
continent full of opportunities from future connectivity and cooperation
with Thailand. As a developing country amidst miraculous economic
growth, Thailand also shares with Africa, similar development
challenges, as well as the common vision towards shared prosperity.
These goals could be attained together through exchanging
development experiences, and increasing South-South Cooperation.




Action

Thailand will provide a forum for conversations between African and
Thai leaders in November 2013 to gather political will, leadership, and
momentum towards defining dimensions and parameters for the Thai-
African Development and Economic Partnership in order to:

(1) address remaining obstacles towards the development and
betterment of our peoples by laying the groundwork necessary to
formulate and achieve developing countries’ common agendas for the
development,

{2) harness and promote potential economic growth opportunities by
seeking common growth strategies and mutually beneficial policy
direction on trade and investment to foster closer economic
partnership.

At the same time, the meeting forum will provide African and Thai
leaders an opportunity to reflect on the broader vision for an enhanced
partnership between Africa and Asia, one which continues to be a
“missing link between the two growing continents.

Asia and Africa are bound by both emerging opportunities for
cooperation as weli as common set of development challenges.
In particular, as we are approaching achievement of the 2015
Millennium Development Goals, it is timely and necessary to identify
innovative ways to address our common challenges with the view
towards forging a new common agenda on sustainable growth and
development.

33 % ok ok %
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L Chairman’s Summary Report J

Africa Day / First Senior Officials’ Meeting
On 16 May 2013 at 14.00-16:30 hrs.
At the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand }
Bangkok, Thailand _ B

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand convened a Thai-African Senior
Officials” Meeting (SOM) on 16 May 2013, in Bangkok, Thailand. The SOM was chaired
by H.E. Mr. Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Permanent Secretary for F oreign Affairs of
Thailand.

The Meeting brought together participants from 26 African Embassies to Thailand.
namely the Ambassadors of Ethiopia, Seychelles, Eritrea, Djibouti, Namibia, Algeria,
tgypt, Uganda, Rwanda, South Africa, Gabon, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, [iberia.
Morocco, Comoros, Tunisia. Mali, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, as well as representatives
from the Embassies of Mozambique, Lesotho, Zambia, and Kenya. The objective of the
meeting was to exchange preliminary views and opinions regarding how to foster the Thai-
Alfrican long-term partnership.

The chairman’s summary report of the discussion held at the First Senior
Officials” Meeting, which took place on the “Africa Day 2013” event, is as follows:

1. Partnership between Thailand and Africa

In his opening remarks, the Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs of
Thailand highlighted the Thai-African Initiatives, which has an objective to foster long-
term partnership between Thailand and the countries of Africa, and the high-level
conference with the same objective, scheduled to be hosted by Thailand in November
2013. He iterated the hope that the conference would be attended by Heads of State/ Heads
of Government and Ministers, so as to provide momentum in moving the Thai-African
partnership forward.

The Permanent Secretary also stressed that Thailand attaches great importance
to her relations with the countries and the continent of Africa. In fact, relations between
Thailand and Africa is alrcady developing in all dimensions, including trade, where in
2012, the trade value between Thailand and Africa stood at 12 billion US dollars.
However, more can be done to enhance trade and investment. In addition, this past year,
there has been frequent exchanges of high-level visits between Thailand and the countries
of Africa. In terms of diplomatic representation, Thailand has eight Diplomatic Missions,
and is currently considering opening more Thai embassies in Africa.

The Permanent Secretary mentioned that seven out of ten fastest-growing
economies in the world are in Africa. Combined with the youthful population and
abundant natural resources, Africa possesses immense opportunities. In this regard,
Thailand’s strategic geographical location at the heart of the Southeast Asia makes her a
logical gateway for Africa into the economic hub of the region. The ASEAN Economic
Community, a combined market of more than 600 million people, will be fully realised in
the year 2015,

The Permanent Secretary emphasised that the strengthened Thai-African
partnership will be a partnership among equals, working towards the mutual benefit of the
peoples of Thailand and Africa. The three main dimensions of the partnership are (1)
partnership for development, with the shared objectives of peace and democracy,
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development of the people. and raising living standards; (2) economic pattnership. with the
aim of increasing trade and investment between Thailand and Africa; and (3) stralegic
dimension, with the shared desire for the voice of developing countries to be heard in the
international arena.

The Permanent Secretary reiterated that this Senior Officials® Meeting is the
first step towards the Thai-African high-level conference, scheduled to be held in
November 2013, in Thailand, with the aim of strengthening the partnership between
Thailand and the countries of Africa.

2. Views and suggestions from the participants

The participants of the SOM acknowledged that the Thai-African initiatives to
strengthen partnership between the countries is invaluable and timely. Issues raised and
suggestions put forth are as follows:

2.1 The Schedule of the High-TLevel Conference in November 2013

2.1.1  Many African ambassadors agreed with the Thai side that a high-
level conference to be held this year will be of symbolic significance, as it will be the 50"
anniversary of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the African Union (AU) on
25 May 2013.

2.1.2  Some African ambassadors suggested that there should be some
flexibility on the schedule of the conference, given the fact that various commitments are
already on the schedule of African leaders during that timeframe.

2.1.3  The Ambassador of Mali suggested that in November, a high-
level Thai-African conference of Foreign Ministers, accompanied by respective
Ambassadors, be convened, with the objective to set up concrete action ptans for Thailand
and Atrica.

2.2 Forum for Continued Discussion of the Thai-African Initiatives

2.2.1  The Ambassadors of Ethiopia, Rwanda, Uganda and Egypt were
of the view that more meetings should be convened to continue the discussion and
exchange ideas on the promotion of the Thai-African partnership, and to prepare the
necessary groundworks for the high-level conference at the leader’s level, where the
conclusions reached at the SOM would be finalized and endorsed. The Ambassador of
Rwanda further urged engagement in the form of dialogue at the Permanent Sccretaries’
level. Other participants suggested a meeting at the experts’ level or Ministers™ level.

2.2.2  The Permanent Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Thailand agreed
with the suggestion of engagement at the Ambassadorial/Senior Officials’ level to continue
the discussion on the way forward for the Thai-African Initiatives and to prepare for the
high-level conference to be held later in the year.

2.2.3  The Ambassador of Uganda suggested that Thailand should utilize
the forum of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM), scheduled to
be held during 15-17 November 2013 in Sri Lanka, to discuss the Thai-A frican initiatives
with African leaders. In addition, a suggestion was made that there was a possibility to
invite some leaders who would be attend the CHOGM to proceed to Thailand for the high-
level conference on Thai-African partnership.

2.3 - Participants at the High-Level Conference

2.3.1 The Ambassadors of Ethiopia, Rwanda, Senegal, Mali, Algeria
and Namibia raised the issue of the involvement of the African Union Commissioner in the
said initiatives, as the AU is the architect behind existing partnerships that member states
have entered into. While it is important to engage with AU, several ambassadors

‘
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emphasised that it will be a decision by each country on the participation of the Thailand-
proposed conference in November.

2.3.2  The Ambassadors of Uganda and Algeria also suggested
engagement with sub-regional organizations such as ECOWAS, COMESA., SADC. and
EEC in the effort to foster partnership between Thailand and Africa.

2.3.3  Some participants were of the view that, in addition to the African
ambassadors based in Thailand and those with residency abroad, Thailand should also
invite officials from the capitals of the African countries to discuss the Thai-African
partnership.

2.3.4  The Ambassadors of Algeria and Djibouti suggested involvement
of the African and Thali private sectors and chambers of commerce in order to obtain views
and contribution from economic operators who are directly involved.

2.4  Dimensions of the partnership

The participants welcomed the proposal from the Permanent Secretary for
Foreign Atfairs that there should be three dimensions to the partnership: development,
economic and strategic. Further suggestions are as follows:

241  {twas the view of the Ambassadors of Uganda and Mali that there
should be exchanges of expertise between Thaitand and the countries of Africa, especially
in the areas of agriculture, agricultural and food processing, tourism, medical training and
facilities, as well as the sharing of know-how and transfer of technology in industry,
education, commerce, etc.

242 The Ambassadors of Nigeria and Dijibouti opined that cultural
exchanges would be vital to the effort to increase people-to-people contact and to break
stercotype.

2.4.3  The Meeting heard a suggestion from the Ambassador of Nigeria
to eacourage educational exchange programmes, at the level of lecturers and students, as
well as to opening curriculum on African Studies in Thai universities. He also suggested
that Thailand should endeavor to explore direct banking facitities with Africa, in order to
reduce transaction cost and to facilitate trade and investment between countries.

2.4.6  The Ambassador of Algeria was of the opinion that bilatera!
agreements, such as those on investment promotion and protection, elimination of double
taxation, higher education and cultural exchanges, would provide a framework and
guideline for the enhancement of bilateral relationship between Thailand and the countries
of Africa.

3. Conclusion
The First Senior Officials’ Meeting concluded with participants agreeing in
principle to the Thai-African initiatives. Dialogue on this issue should continue, in order to
lay the nccessary groundworks and to concretise the concept of the Thai-A frican
partnership before the high-level conference in November in Thailand.
Participants expressed their thanks to the Ministry of Foreign A ffairs of
Thailand for the warm hospitality and outstanding arrangements made.
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